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Research Action Awards 
instructions to applicants 
Closing date for applications is 22 September 2017 at 5pm AEST. Please read the 
instructions carefully before completing the application form. Late or incomplete 
applications will not be accepted. 

 
About the Sax Institute 
The Sax Institute aims to improve health and 
wellbeing by driving the use of research in 
policies, programs and services. We work with our 
members, drawn from public health and health 
services research groups and their universities, to 
achieve this aim. 

 
 

About the Research Action Awards 
The Sax Institute Research Action Awards 
recognise individuals whose research has 
significantly impacted on policy, programs or 
service delivery. 
Three Awardees will each receive $5,000 towards 
their professional development. 

 
 

Eligibility criteria 
Applications are open to individuals who: 
 Work for an Ordinary Member organisation 

of the Sax Institute – please see Appendix A 
for our list of Ordinary Members 

 Have up to 15 years postdoctoral or 
equivalent experience (relative to 
opportunity) 

 Are able to provide evidence that their 
research has had an impact on health policy, 
programs or service delivery in the past five 
years. 

Applicants may describe either a specific project, 
or a program of research, in which they played 
the leading role. Where the research program 
was undertaken by a team, the applicant must 
clearly identify the aspects of the program or 
project they led. Policy, programs or service 
delivery impact can be in the government, non- 
government or private sectors. 

Application and verification forms 
Application and verification forms for the 
Research Action Awards may be obtained: 
 From our website at www.saxinstitute.org.au 
 By emailing 

communications@saxinstitute.org.au 
 

Application requirements 
It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure 
that the application is complete and accurate. 
Applications must be completed using the pro- 
forma provided by the Sax Institute and must be 
submitted attached to an email of size no greater 
than 5MB to communications@saxinstitute.org.au 
in a single pdf format. Multiple files or files in 
other formats (such as Word documents) will not 
be accepted. Files should be named using the 
following convention: 
First Name_Surname_2017_Research Action 
Award (e.g. John_Smith_2017_Research Action 
Award). 
There must be no changes to the headings, 
formatting or removal of text fields or 
instructions contained in the application or 
verification forms. 
Electronic applications must be submitted to the 
Sax Institute by 5pm (AEST) on 22 September 
2017. Applications that are late or do not adhere 
to the instructions will not be considered. Hard 
copy (paper) applications will not be accepted. 

 
 

Correspondence 
For all enquiries, please contact Kathryn 
Placencia at the Sax Institute. 
 Phone: 02 9188 9581 
 Email: communications@saxinstitute.org.au 
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Assessment of applications 
Applications will be assessed by an independent 
Assessment Committee consisting of 
international and national leaders in the field. 
The Assessment Committee will be chaired by 
Professor Nicholas Mays. 
Awards will only be granted where evidence is 
provided that the research has had an impact on 
policy, programs or service delivery in the past 
five years. Documentary evidence and/or 
verification by a research user (defined as a policy 
maker, program designer, service provider or 
similar) must be provided. Applications will be 
ranked according to: 

 
 Contribution (50% of score) 

The contribution of the research project or 
program to policy, programs or service 
delivery (i.e. Would it have happened 
without your research? Did it make a major 
or minor contribution to the overall impact?) 

 
 Significance (50% of score) 

The significance of the impact of policy, 
programs or service delivery on health or 
health services (e.g. wellbeing, quality of life, 
mortality, cost efficiencies of service 
provision, number of people affected). 

The Committee’s recommendation will be final. 
 
 

Award ceremony and media coverage 
Successful applicants will be notified by early 
November 2017 and will receive their award in 
person at the Award ceremony cocktail reception 
on Tuesday 21 November 2017 in Sydney. 
The Sax Institute will publicise the Research 
Action Awards to showcase the achievements of 
the recipients.  Award winners will be asked to 
speak to the media. 

 
 

Completing the application 
Section 1: Applicant details 
 Organisation: Please identify which Ordinary 

Member organisation of the Sax Institute 
(refer Appendix A) you are employed by. 

 Level of experience: Please indicate how 
your level of experience meets the eligibility 
criteria. 

 Year your PhD was conferred: Applicants 
with up to 15 years postdoctoral experience 
are eligible for the Award. However, the 
Assessment Committee will consider 
exceptions where individuals have similar 
experience – for example, an interrupted or 
part time research career or no PhD but 
relevant research experience. If you wish to 
be considered as an exception, please 
provide justification for the equivalence of 
your experience. 

Section 2: Details of your research and its 
impact on policy, programs or service delivery 
 Describe your research project or program 

of research including brief comments on 
purpose, background aims, method, findings 
and implications. Please provide a brief 
description of your research work 
referencing the above areas. Please note the 
3000-character limit. 

 List up to three of the most significant 
publications that have emerged from this 
research. Peer-reviewed papers, reports, 
policy papers and similar are acceptable. 
Please attach a copy of each publication at 
the end of your application form when 
formatted into a pdf document. 

 Describe the impact on policy, programs or 
service delivery that occurred as a result of 
your research. Please provide details that will 
help us understand the nature and scope of 
this impact. In your response, please include: 

 
1. A description of the impact on policy, 

programs or service delivery 
2. The contribution of the research 

project or program to the policy, 
programs or service delivery (i.e. 
Would it have happened without your 
research? Did it make a major or 
minor contribution to the overall 
impact?) 

3. The significance of the impact of 
policy, programs or service delivery 
on health or health services (e.g. 
wellbeing, quality of life, mortality, 
cost efficiencies of service provision, 
number of people affected). 

Please note the 3000-character limit for 
responses. 

Section 3: Verification 
Please provide verification of the impact of your 
research on policy, programs or service delivery. 
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Only those applications that provide verification 
will be considered by the Assessment Committee. 
Please ensure that either or both (preferably 
both) of the following are included in your 
application: 
 A verification form, to be completed by a 

research user (defined as a policy maker, 
program designer, service provider or 
similar) who can independently confirm that 
the research has had an impact on policy, 
programs or service delivery. Please 
organise for this verification form to be 
completed and sent directly to the Sax 
Institute by 5pm, 22 September 2017. 

 Documentary evidence of the impact of your 
research (e.g. key reports, discussion papers, 
publications or articles, presentations, 
and/or policy documents). Please attach all 
listed documentary evidence at the end of 
your application form when formatted into a 
pdf document. If the document is lengthy, 
please only include the front and the second 
page together with the section(s) in which 
your research is mentioned. 

We recognise that it may not always be possible 
to provide verification from a research user; 
please indicate in the form why this is not 
possible. Similarly, documentary evidence may 
not always be available. However, to be 
considered, your application must include at least 
one form of verification. 
The Assessment Committee will consider the 
responses of the research users in the verification 
form, if available, in assessing the contribution of 
your research to policy, programs or service 
delivery. 
Note: It is your responsibility to ensure that the 
nominated research user completes and submits 
the verification form DIRECTLY to the Sax Institute 
via communications@saxinstitute.org.au before 
5pm, 22 September 2017. The Sax Institute will 
send you a confirmation of receipt of the 
verification form within 48 hours of receiving the 
form from your nominated research user. Any 
verification form received after the closing date 
will not be considered. 

 
 

Application checklist 
□ All sections of the application form completed 
□ Application form correctly named using the 
following naming convention: 

First name_Surname_2017_Research Action Award 
e.g. John_Smith_2017_Research Action Award 
□ Completion and submission of verification 
form arranged, where relevant 
□ Signature included in Section 4 
□ Up to three publications attached at the end 
of the application form 
□ Copies of all listed documentary evidence 
attached at the end of the application form 
□ Submission made in pdf format to: 
communications@saxinstitute.org.au 

 
 

Confidentiality 
All applications will be treated confidentially and 
will only be viewed by the Assessment Committee 
and Sax Institute staff. Please refer to the privacy 
statement in the application form for more 
details. 

 
 

Acknowledgement 
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Commonwealth Bank of Australia for the Sax 
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Appendix A: List of Sax Institute Ordinary 
Members 
Australian Research Centre in Complementary 
and Integrative Medicine, University of 
Technology Sydney 
Centre for Big Data in Health, The University of 
New South Wales 
Centre for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
The University of Newcastle 
Centre for Health Economics Research and 
Evaluation, University of Technology Sydney 
Centre for Health Informatics, Australian Institute 
of Health Innovation, Macquarie University 
Centre for Health Research in Criminal Justice, 
Justice Health, The University of New South Wales 
Centre for Health Systems and Safety Research, 
Australian Institute of Health Innovation, 
Macquarie University 
Centre for Healthcare Resilience and 
Implementation Science (CHRIS), Australian 
Institute of Health Innovation, Macquarie 
University 
Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity, The 
University of New South Wales 
Clinical & Population Perinatal Health Research, 
Kolling Institute of Medical Research, The 
University of Sydney 
College of Medicine, Biology and Environment, 
Australian National University 
Dementia Collaborative Research Centres, The 
University of New South Wales 
Health Services and Practice Research Strength, 
University of Technology Sydney 
Hunter Medical Research Institute, The University 
of Newcastle 
Illawarra Health and Medical Research Institute, 
University of Wollongong 
Ingham Institute for Applied Medical Research, 
Faculty of Medicine UNSW Australia 
Menzies Centre for Health Policy, Australian 
National University and The University of Sydney 
Menzies Health Institute, Gold Coast Campus, 
Griffith University 
National Centre for Immunisation Research & 
Surveillance, The University of Sydney 
National Centre in HIV Social Research, The 
University of New South Wales 
National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, The 
University of New South Wales 

National Perinatal Epidemiology and Statistics 
Unit (NPESU), Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare The University of New South Wales 
Population Wellbeing and Environment 
Research Lab (PowerLab), University of 
Wollongong 
Prevention Research Collaboration, School of 
Public Health, The University of Sydney 
Priority Research Centre for Generational Health 
and Ageing, The University of Newcastle 
Priority Research Centre for Health Behaviour, 
The University of Newcastle 
Psychiatry Research and Teaching Unit, School of 
Psychiatry, The University of New South Wales 
School of Medicine and Public Health, The 
University of Newcastle 
School of Population Health, The University of 
Western Australia 
School of Public Health, The University of Sydney 
School of Public Health and Community 
Medicine, The University of New South Wales 
School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, 
Monash University 
Simpson Centre for Health Services Research, 
SWS Clinical School, The University of New South 
Wales 
Social Policy Research Centre, The University of 
New South Wales 
Surgical Outcomes Research Centre (SOURCE), 
The University of Sydney 
The Cancer Council New South Wales 
The Garvan Institute of Medical Research 
The George Institute for Global Health, The 
University of Sydney 
The Kirby Institute, The University of New South 
Wales 
University Centre for Rural Health - North Coast, 
The University of Sydney, Southern Cross 
University, University of Western Sydney and 
University of Wollongong 


